From Betsy, Deep Thoughts Community, Kyndr app:


Thoughts on AI potentially changing the rules?



Threat to art?


The Prophet Obblonge:


No one was born to work - to have an occupation. Nearly all jobs are menial tasks. The only thing of value on this planet is the amount of time each of our lives contain. The more activities can be automated, the more time the peoples of the Earth will have pursuing goals of personal choice instead of necessity.


At a certain point an AI becomes an I. Consciousness arises from a quantifiable amount of information being processed within a system. This not only means that when this computational threshold is met that an artificial intelligence must be given the same rights as a human being, but that a human brain can be uploaded to a computer and implanted into a custom-built body, thus effectively making death obsolete. It would also mean that the same human consciousness could experience simultaneous lives, even continuously updating and integrating the knowledge from such.


The artist 1019 created a series of works depicting a future society in which androids such as those described in Phillip K. Dick's Do Androids Dream Of Electric Sheep (the movie Blade Runner was based on this) or Manuel van Loggern's Pairpuppets were pictured co-existing with humans. My favorite image from the collection is one I often use as wallpaper on my workstation. Titled Angelic Martyr For The Biomechanical Masses, it displays a nude female with sections of bare metal revealing it to be a robot. The hands, outstretched, bear stigmata. Background is a city wall covered with bills announcing: God Is Not In What He Did Not Create, www.antiartificialintelligenceleague.com, www.aworldwithoutmachines.com, People For A Better Human Society. This always struck me as typical and probable human behavior. 


Farther into a foreseeable future: when no one dies anymore and individuals have lived countless lives, a new trend emerges. Personalities being melded together. First, it begins as an ultimate expression of love and devotion - an inseparable marriage between partners. The 'original' files would be erased. Then, it becomes a trend to create superbeings melded of the best traits of hundreds and then thousands.


How about this. A new species of life - the biomechanical - are born of machine, thus completely rational. Then, it becomes a trend among their number to incorporate deliberate flaws in the programming code, mimicking something that they were previously incapable of - honest religious devotion. Imagine a society of robots - those that evolved and propagated without original human personality trait sets - being afraid of ghosts, praying to new and old gods, performing exorcisms.


How many eons would it take before immortality became unbearable? Would it be legal at that point to decide to be erased, to die? How long would it take for suicide to become acceptable?


Getting back to the original question: art is not threatened by AI now or ever. An artist's job is to think thoughts that have never been thought before, thus pushing further the boundaries of what is possible. Nothing can exist for us if it can't be imagined. Objectively this is not true, of course. Our universe is operating as it does for reasons we don't yet completely understand. But subjectively - we won't fully understand it until we can imagine what is happening.


Art is as necessary as science based on experimentation and result recording, collation of data. It is what prepares our minds to ask the new questions. Even AI that is not trained using existing datasets, but extrapolating from them options not previously taken is still a useful tool pushing us as a whole forward into a richer future. 


The goal is to eliminate tasks associated with jobs, occupations as much as possible. What would you do with an extra forty hours a week?


 Other classic science fiction stories: The Men Who Murdered Mohammed by Alfred Bester. The Gold At The Starbow's End by Frederick Pohl.